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' Jeff Kihhe)/

2020 has been challenging for kids. I wrote The Deep
End in hopes of giving kids a much-needed laugh, and
a much-needed break from their screens! I’'m hoping
we’re approaching a turning point with this pandemic,
and that better times are ahead. But for now, the best
thing a kid can do is to get lost in the pages of a book.
— Jeff Kinney
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We're ALL going a little nuts, and if things don’t change soon, I
think we’re gonna go off the deep end.
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THE DEEP END




AUGUST
ﬂwrs&q;[
T love my -Farm'l)/ and all, but T dont need +o s?ehd
+weh+7/-1four hours a day with them, seven Jays a week.
And that's EXACTLY +he way it's been around here
lq+e|>/.

T+s not just ME who's getting tired of this, either.

go nuts

Were ALL going a little nuts’, and if things don+t RIE  FET
chahse sooh, T think we're gohha go off +he Jeep
go off the deep end
end”. EHEIRRS -
=714
) cooped up
Mom says weve been cooved vp’ for oo long, and we T

J'us+ heed a vacation. But w)narf we rea||7/ need is a

vacation from each OTHER.

'ﬂm-f’s hot gohha }\a‘)‘)eh dh7/‘h'me sooh, +)nou3¥\, because
we dont }mva ahy MONEY. Ahd ﬂ\e reason we dont
is kind of a long story.

221



basement (n.)

HRE

keep going
HBABHERF T &

look back
B8

futon (n.)
K&

share with

plenty of
REHY

dibs on (something)

g BOERRE
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We Ve been |ivih3 in Gramma's basement” for two mohﬂ\s,
and T dont know how much longer we can kee\) going’
like this. Mom says +hat one Ad)/ we'll look back® on +this
time and smile, but she’s not the one who has to share

a futon® with® RODRICK every his\ﬁ.

The crazy +)m'h3 is, Gramma's got Pleh‘l'?/ of* room in
her house, so T don*t understand w}\y our whole ‘Fo\mily
has +o stay in her basement. When we first got here,
T called dibs on® +he sueS‘f room, but Gramma said it
was alrea&7' taken.

T dont think Gramma's too thrilled* we're |ivih3 with
her, because whenever her friends come over she asks us
o $+a>/ out of sis}vl".

Ahd +hat's kind of inconvenient® since there isnt a

bathroom in -H-\e basemeh+, and \\er friends always s+o\7/
FOREVER.

We cant use the kitchen when Gramma's 30+ 3ue5+s,
which means we cant eat dinner until after theyre
gohe. But last his)n'l' T guess Rodrick got sick of*
wai‘h’hs, so %e }\ecﬁed up* some leftover” Pizza n

Gramma’s dryer*.

= =

_b((', L 3—

There’s no TV in Gramma’s basement, so the oh|7' ‘H\ihs
we Ve got to entertain’ ourselves with is each OTHER.
Ahd believe me ) that's not ehoush.

thrilled (adj.)
FRERERY

stay out of sight
BEFEIRARECE
TEHIR

inconvenient (adj.)

A RTMERY

sick of

o JRE

heat up
iy

leftover (n.)

Rz ~ FIER

dryer (n.)
IR ;o A

entertain (v.)

fEREE
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imagination (n.)

224

L )

end up

situation (n.)
BRiE ~ 1B

meeting (n.)

P
=1

pretend (v.)
B%

Mom Sd)/s JDei\r\s bored is Sood, because it makes 7/ou use
your imagination’. But whenever T +r7/ it, T always end
uP‘ imasihihs +he exact same -H\ihs.

Someﬂ-\ihs that's makihs the situation® a lot harder
is that Dad is workihs from home +this Ssummer, which
means he's a|wa7/s around. And whenever Dad has a
mee‘h'hs" ) the rest of us have o Vre+ehd‘ were hot
there.

But that's not o\lways easy o do, es?ecia“)' when 7/ou'Ve
got a ﬂ\ree-year-olc} in the -dei|7/.

Most of the +ime T Just +r7/ +o kee\) mysehf busy.
Gramma’s got stacks of* \)uzzles down in the basement,

and T Ve done a few of them ’07 myseh[. But Mom

always lets Mdhh)/ put in +he last piece to make him feel

im\aor-hh-h

Tf you ask me, T dont think Mom's doihs Mahhy any
favors® b)/ BABYING' him. And it's gotten a lot worse

since we started living at Gramma’s.

Sometimes, after dinner, we'll \>|a>/ a board game’ as a
{am.'l)/. But Mahhy cant handle com\>|ico\+ec}* rules, so we

always end up ?layihs a game +hat doesnt require’ ah7/
SKILL.

AGES 3+

We have to 90 to bed before it's even' dark ou+si&e,
because were all on MANNY'S schedule.

stacks of

—KiE - KB

do (someone) a favor

B (EA) mit

baby (v.)

8- FELEIE
MBS
board game

complicated (adj.)
ERERY

require (v.)

7E

even (adv.)

BE
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Noah's Ark
FEoE F3 At

ride out

ZEE# (KER)

a bunch of

—&F — K&

cartoon (n.)
+i@; Bs

flood (n.)
Aok

wipe out

THIR R

realistic (adj.)

REW  EEW

preschooler (n.)
BiRRiRE
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These days, Mahhy’s favorite bed+ime story is Noah's
Ark‘ ?ic+ure book. T+'s about this 307' who hears it's
gohha rain for a rea||7' loha time, so he builds a giant
boat 1o ride out* the storm with a bunch of* animals.

The illustrations in Manny's book are all cartoons®, and
'H\e)/ make it look like a flood® that wi\aeé out® half the
Earth was kind of FUN.

But T guess if +he drawihss were more realistic’,
parents wouldn+ b“}' it for their ‘DreSC)noo|ers*.

I’Ve 30+ some quesﬁohs about ‘H\e Nod}x’s Ark $+or7/ )
ﬂ\ous}\. For starters’, T wanna know w}\y Noah let

venomous® creatures® like snakes and scor\m'ohs* on board.

Because if it was ME, T wouldVe used the o??or-fuhi-l?/
Yo leave a few of those guys BEHIND.

And then T wouldVe used the extra space for more of
the GOOD animals, like puppies and ‘\edsehoss‘ and
those \97/3"»7/* hi\)\)o\)o-l'amuses*.

for starters

EB

venomous (adj.)

aBEN

creature (n.)

£

scorpion (n.)

¥

hedgehog (n.)
RILE

pygmy (adj.)
Z/\#Y

hippopotamus (n.)
AR
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on board
L

=]

make sense
A8

regret (v.)
418

decision (n.)
RFE

right away
I% - BE

survive (v.)

57 BT
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Luckﬂ)/, Noo\*\ dic{h"l’ )ane +o make room on boqrd‘ for
whales and fish, because -ery would Ve taken up o TON
of space. And H\ey Probably didnt even know the flood

But i+ doesnt make a lot of sense® that Noah let
BIRDS on the ark, since -H'\ey could Ve Just FLOWN.
Ahc{ 1 bet he regreHeJ* +¥\a+ decision” ris}\-r qwqy*.

You oh|7/ hear about the animals that SURVIVED® the

flood. But sometimes ]: wonder if -H\ere were some cool
animals that DIDN'T make i+ onto the boat.

The way +he s+or>/ goes, after it rained for for+7
do\ys and for‘l'y his)(x+s, it ook 150 do\)/s for the
floodwater® 4o 90 back down. That means Noah was
stuck on the boat with a bunch of animals, \)lus his wife
and three sons.

Ahcl w}\eheVer I feel sarry for myself livihs in
Gramma’s basement with my fqmﬂy, T think about Noah
and it makes me feel a little better.

Mom keer saying she’s glad’ were all +ose+)ner rig}ﬁ'
now, because she feels like +ime has slowed down®. Tve

noticed that, too, but for ME it's not a« GOOD ‘H‘\ih&.

floodwater (n.)

oK

glad (adj.)
=R

slow down

g
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tag along
(RBIEREEE

IRFE - ERE

sharp (adj.)

TERRRY ~ BERAY

pick up on

ABE

afford (v.)
B15EE 87

make up for
(something)

e ~ W
to be honest

MER  ZER
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Someﬂwihs that's makihs this summer feel real|7l long
is that T cant 9o to my friend Rowle/s house. And
that's because he's off on some bis Euroveah vacation
with his family.

When Rowley first told me about his Fam.‘l/s plans, T
tried to see if his parents mis\ﬁ' let me tag along’. But
T guess Mr. and Mrs. Jefferson arent as sharp® as T
‘H\oug\ﬁ ‘H\ey were, because ‘H\e)/ never \m’ckec} vp on’
ahy of my hints.

TLL BET YOUR TRIP WOULD BE
MORE FUN IF YOU HAD A
FRIEND ALONG! YEP...WONDER
WHO MIGHT LIKE TO COME?

So how Rowley's \)robably off having the time of his
life while T'm doihs -fiVe-\whc}rec}-\)iece \Duzzles n my

srahclmo-r)ner's basement.

T think Mom feels bad we can*t afford* to do sameﬂ\ihs
special +his summer, so she's been +r7/ih3 +o make vp for® it.

S}\e says we cah go ahywhere we want if we Jus+ use our
imaginations. But to be honest’, that's not rea“y doihs

it for me ahymore.

WELCOME 70 S re
et 25

T +hink Moms -Fiha"y had ehous)n, too, because last
his\ﬁ she called® a "famﬂ)/ mee‘h'h3" after dinner to
brainstorm® ideas for vacations that we can afford. But
+he ‘)roblem is, eVeryohe's got their OWN idea of a
sood time.

Dad wants to drive around and visit a ’Duhc)n of Civil
War® battlefields® and take part in a reenactment’. But
hoboc}y else was crazy about putting on wool underwear

in the middle of Au3u5+.

Mahhy/ wants to go to the Animal Safari®, which we
used to* Visit a lot when T was little. But the animals
in that \7|ace alwa7/s seem so SAD, eS‘7€da"7/ +he
Johkey* ﬂ-\e)/ \mih‘fec} to look like a zebra’.

call (v.)
REDR 817

brainstorm (v.)
ERER - OEE

civil war

WEf (TEHIEER
madLES )
battlefield (n.)

B4

reenactment (n.)

(SE#Y) BR - ER

safari (n.)

BRI EENAIRTT

used to

BERBH

donkey (n.)
B8

zebra (n.)

BS
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community (n.)

it~ i@

field trip
P

inside and out

ARG

amusement park
PELEE]

coupon (n.)

&z

roller coaster
== = 7
ETRE

insane (adj.)

R
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Mom said we could save mohe7/ b}/ s+o\7/ih3 close to home
and visiting Places in our own commuhi+7/*. But The gone
on ehoush school field trips” to feel like T know this

town inside and out".

WASTEWATER
TREATMENT
FACILITY

The ohly ones who could agree oh what we should do
were me and Rodrick. We both voted +o go to the
Thrills and S\).'Hs amusement Park*, which would be
CHEAP since Gramma got \'\a#—\)rice coupons” in the

mail.

Plus, +\we7/ Just oPehed a new roller coaster® called

Trackjum\)er +hat's suP\)oseJ +o be +o+al|7/ INSANE".

Mom said the rides at Thrills and Spills are too scary
for Mdhh)’, so she sussesi'ed we go to S+or>/{>ook
Vi“ase, which has rides for all ages. But me and
Rodrick have had ehous\'\ of Little Miss Muffet's Mild
Ride for one lifetime".

Since my -Fo\mily couldnt settle on’ dh)/ﬂxihs ) T
5u33es+ed we all 9o on our OWN vacations and do a
slideshow® of eVeryohe’s trips when we get back.

Mom said the whole point of beihs on a fdrm'l)/ vacation
is to do -H'\ihss TOGETHER. She says +hat one c}ay
us kids are gohha go our Se\mro\'fe ways, and time's

ruhhihs out’ to make \'\a\)\)y memories as a FAMILY.

lifetime (n.)

BEZE BT

settle on
RE

slideshow (n.)

BRERETR

time is running out
(THES) #TRY
RETSY
233



